
Event Series
Facing Nazi Crimes: 
European Perspectives 
after 1945

This European event series explores the social and historical contexts 
of the early exhibitions on Nazi crimes organised between 1945 and 
1948. The series will unfold in the cities where these exhibitions were 
originally held – Paris, Warsaw, London, Liberec and Bergen-Belsen  – 
and will conclude in Berlin. How did the exhibitions relate to the early 
visual, documentary, legal, political, and historical efforts to address 
the German occupation and its crimes? How were they received and 
what influence did they have on today’s culture of remembrance? 

Over the course of six evenings, key aspects of the early exhibitions – 
their origins and their impact – will be presented and discussed with 
experts from local institutions. The series is offered free of charge and 
will include a live stream with German interpretation. Recordings of 
the events will subsequently be made available on the DHM website.

	 www.dhm.de/zwbe

13.05.  6 :30 pm (5 :30 pm  BST) 
 German Historical Institute London 
London – Images as Evidence 
With Janina Struk , Paul Betts and James Bulgin 

The exhibition “The Horror Camps”, displayed in the Reading 
Room of the Daily Express in London from May 1945, featured 
enlarged photographs from the liberated Nazi camps. It 
prompted questions about the relationship between image 
and evidence, as well as the public use of degrading images, 
which remain profoundly relevant to this day. We will discuss 
these questions against the backdrop of changing historical 
conditions and curatorial practices.
In English with translation into German 
Partners:  German Historical Institute London, Institute of  Historical 
Research, University of London

17.06.  6 :30 pm 
Deutsches Forum für Kunstgeschichte Paris 
Paris – Scénographie et Narration | Scenography and 
 Narration   
With Sylvie Lindeperg 

The travelling exhibition “Crimes hitlériens” was first 
presented on 10 June 1945 in the Grand Palais in Paris. It 
marked one of the first attempts to portray the suffering under 
German occupation from a European perspective, employing 
an elaborate scenography to tell this story. We will examine 
the genesis and impact of the narration and staging strategies 
used in “Crimes hitlériens”.
In French with translation into German 
Partners: Deutsches Forum für Kunstgeschichte Paris, Deutsches 
Historisches Institut Paris

24.06.  5 pm
North Bohemian Museum in Liberec 
Liberec – Pachatelé a odplata | Perpetrators and 
Retribution 
With  Kateřina Králová, Ivan Rous and Michal Stehlík

 The memorial site “Památník nacistického barbarství” 
(Memorial to Nazi Barbarism) was inaugurated on 
8 September 1946 in a villa in the northern Bohemian city of 
Liberec. The villa belonged to a Jewish entrepreneur until 
1938 and served afterwards as the residence of Nazi Gauleiter 
Konrad Henlein. We will discuss lapses in historical memory 
as well as the challenges exhibitions face today.
In Czech with translation into German 
Partners: North Bohemian Museum in Liberec,  Außenstelle Prag des 
Deutschen Historischen Instituts Warschau

04.09.  6 pm 
POLIN Museum of the History of Polish Jews , Warsaw 
Warszawa – Pokłosie zniszczeń | Aftermath of Destruction  
With Magdalena Saryusz-Wolska and Zuzanna Schnepf-Kołacz

In the  unstable climate of the post-war period, two exhibitions 
– “Warszawa oskarża” (Warsaw Accuses) and “ Martyrologia i 
walka” (Martyrology and Struggle) – were organised that shed 
light on the conflicting motives of the curators. We will look 
into the distinct perspectives of a  country that was a major 
arena of the Holocaust and other  mass crimes, and explore 
how the early  controversies have continued to affect current 
discussions.
In Polish with translation into German 
Partners: Deutsches Historisches Institut Warschau, Jewish 
Historical Institute, POLIN Museum of the History of Polish Jews

15.09.  5 :30 pm 
Gedenkstätte Bergen-Belsen
Bergen-Belsen – Survivors and Remembrance 
With Dan  Michman, Elke Gryglewski and Katja Seybold

In 1947, survivors in the Bergen-Belsen Displaced Persons 
Camp organised the exhibition “Undzer veg in der frayhayt” 
(Our Path to Freedom). It gives us remarkable insight into how 
the history of the Nazi occupation and the Holocaust was told 
from the viewpoint of Jewish DPs. Against this backdrop, 
we will look into the development of a historiography and 
culture of remembrance which, for a long time, marginalised 
the victims’ perspective and focused primarily on perpetrator 
documents.
In English with translation into German 
Partner: Gedenkstätte Bergen-Belsen

08.10.  6 :30 pm 
Deutsches Historisches Museum,  Berlin
Berlin – Europäische Erinnerung? | European Memory? 
With Ljiljana Radonić

The first exhibitions about Nazi crimes were part of a Europe-
wide phenomenon that came to a halt with the onset of the Cold 
War. To what extent can an examination of the discussions and 
confrontations of the post-war period be instructive for today’s 
culture of remembrance? What opportunities and challenges 
are connected with a project of European remembrance for an 
understanding of past and present?
In German
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Exhibition
On Displaying  Violence: 
First Exhibitions on 
the Nazi Occupation in 
 Europe, 1945–1948
24.05. – 23.11.2025 
Deutsches Historisches Museum

How did post-war societies process their experiences of violence and 
destruction caused by the Second World War and the concurrent 
occupation of large parts of Europe by  Nazi Germany? A previously 
overlooked but historically influential form of coming to terms with 
this desolation are the exhibitions that were organised in post-war 
Europe between 1945–1948 by institutions, groups, and individuals 
from diverse backgrounds. In these times of social hardship, political 
insecurity, enduring violence, and uncertain future, these exhibitions 
aimed to document and visualise the consequences of the Holocaust 
and the Nazi crimes.

For the first time, the  history of this pan-European phenomenon  is 
presented, using the examples of early exhibitions in London, Paris, 
Warsaw, Liberec, and Bergen-Belsen.  Most of the organizers were 
 victims of Nazi persecution and Holocaust survivors. The focus is on 
how they addressed violence, resistance, the loss of cultural heritage, 
the identification of perpetrators and visions of the future. 

In cooperation with 
Documentation Centre  “German Occupation 
of Europe in the Second World War”

Between 1939 and 1945, Germany brought disfranchisement, suffer-
ing, destruction and death to large parts of Europe. Warfare and the 
treatment of civilians were marked by grave crimes. The Shoah and 
the genocide of Sinti and Roma were unique in history. In formerly oc-
cupied areas, the impact of this violence is still felt today. To acknowl-
edge this, the German Bundestag resolved the founding of a Docu-
mentation Centre and entrusted the Deutsches Historisches Museum 
with its realisation. The centre will highlight the European dimension 
of the German occupation and offer space for commemoration, fo-
cusing on the experiences of victims, especially those previously less 
recognised.

 Documentation Centre  
German Occupation of Europe  
in the Second World War


