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From Kaunas to New York.  
Emigration and the Railroad
Moderation: Dr. Darius Staliūnas​​

	

The decades preceding the First World War saw a steady increase 
in emigration from the Kaunas region. Poverty, the political sit-
uation in the Russian Empire’s western territories, and a rise in 
opportunities across the Atlantic all contributed to this develop-
ment. However, research often leaves out another crucial factor 
– railroad infrastructure. This talk will focus on Jewish and Lithu-
anian emigration and the role of cross-border railroads in estab-
lishing migration routes from Lithuania to North America.

Jan Musekamp is the designated vice-director 
of the German Historical Institute in Warsaw. 
He earned his doctorate and habilitation at 
the European University Viadrina in Frankfurt 
(Oder). For the past six years, Jan Musekamp 
was a visiting associate professor at the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh.

The Monday Lectures Series of the Branch Office Vilnius of the 
German Historical Institute Warsaw is primarily aimed at a spe-
cialist academic audience and offers a communication platform 
for Lithuanian and German scholars. The lectures are also open to 
the general public. By presenting new research projects and meth-
odological approaches from German-speaking scholarships, the 
series offers a stimulating discussion forum for researchers from 
different disciplines. Among the speakers are predominantly 
German-speaking historians as well as scholars from related dis-
ciplines. 

Our monthly lecture series takes place on Mondays at 5 p.m. at 
the Lithuanian Institute of History and the Faculty of History of 
the Vilnius University. All lectures are presented in English or Ger-
man language. The series is organized in cooperation with the 
University of Vilnius and Lithuanian Institute of History.


