
The Joachim-Lelewel-Talks of the German Historical 
Institute Warsaw are a forum, in which the contentious 
issues surrounding the Polish history are discussed in 
their European context. Each time they bring together 
representatives of the Polish, East and West European 
or international history respectively to a panel discus-
sion, where the audience actively participates. The in-
tention of these discussions is not only a confrontation 
of the, not infrequently opposed, assumptions and 
views, but also an immersion of the various research 
milieus in an intensive exchange of ideas. This proce-
dure enables continued development of the discussed 
issue as well as facilitates opening for the diverse me-
thodical aspects.
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In the wake of the Cold War and decolonization, both 
Western and Eastern blocs offered various kinds of 
education and development programs to bring coun-
tries of the ‘Third World’ into their respective spheres 
of influence. Knowledge and technical assistance, per-
sonified by large numbers of experts involved in these 
programs, were instrumental in the efforts to forward 
the competing models of capitalist/socialist moderni-
zation. Through educational aid, and most significantly 
scholarship programs, both sides of the political divide 
struggled for hearts and minds of future elites of the 
postcolonial world. 

The dominant discourse on these knowledge engage-
ments continues to assume the logic of transfer, where-
by knowledge and technical expertise originating from 
the ‘First/Second World’ were taught, distributed and 
implemented in the ‘Third’. Participants of this Lele-
wel-Talk will challenge such logic through their re-
search on different kinds of knowledge relations that 
unfolded between Polish People’s Republic and the 
countries of Africa and the Middle East. Rather than 
unidirectional transfer of ideas, the perspective of 
knowledge relations allows to explore how know-
ledge was produced in interaction between different 
actors – students, teachers, experts and others – in 
particular spatial, temporal and institutional contexts. 
By bringing together scholars working on both ‘Third 
World’ students in Poland and Polish experts abroad, 
the debate aims to showcase and reflect upon the dif-
ferent mechanisms and trajectories, as well as mean-
ings and legacies, of knowledge mobilities during the 
Cold War.

The event is connected to “Relations in the Ideoscape: 
Middle Eastern Students in the Eastern Bloc”, a re-
search project implemented by the Orient Institute 
Beirut in cooperation with the German Historical Insti-
tutes in Moscow and Warsaw.
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Participants: 

Justyna Turkowska  
(University of Edinburgh) 

Matthieu Gillabert 
(University of Fribourg) 

Zaur Gasimov 
(University of Bonn) 

Chair:   
Dorota Woroniecka-Krzyżanowska
(German Historical Institute Warsaw)

2 December 2021
6 pm
online via Zoom

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86883880407?pwd= 
aUJ5NDhOT2M1WDBDUDlmRTdUQ3EzQT09

Meeting ID: 868 8388 0407
Passcode: 205020

 

Dr Justyna Aniceta Turkowska 
(University of Edinburgh) 

Dr Justyna Turkowska studied history, sociology and 
political science at the Universities of Warsaw, Berlin 
and Hannover. She completed her PhD at the University 
of Giessen in 2016. Her thesis on the transnational as-
pects of the history of medicine in the Eastern border-
lands of the German Empire was awarded the Fritz 
Theodor Epstein Award of the Association of German 
Historians of Eastern Europe and the Scientific PhD 
Award of the Ambassador of the Republic of Poland in 
Berlin.

Before joining the University of Edinburgh as a DAAD- 
Lecturer in September 2018, Dr Turkowska worked as  
a lecturer at in the University of Bonn at the Depart-
ment of History of Medicine and at the University of 
Giessen at the Department of Central and Eastern Eu-
ropean History. In her current project she analyses the 
transfer and circulation of technical geological exper-
tise as well as the role of experts and their activities 
within the Global North-East-South solidarity ties and 
cooperation patterns in the 1960s–1980s.

Dr Zaur Gasimov  
(University of Bonn) 

Dr Zaur Gasimov studied International Relations, Inter-
national Law and History in Baku and Berlin. In 2009, 
he graduated from the PhD program at the Catholic 

University Eichstätt-Ingolstadt, and joined the Leib-
niz-Institute of European History in Mainz. From 2013 
to 2019, Gasimov was a Senior Research Fellow at the 
German Orient Institute in Istanbul. In 2020, Gasimov 
joined the Russian Studies Department of the Univer-
sity of Bonn, as a DFG Principal Investigator. He pub-
lished extensively on Russian-Turkish relations, and 
entangled history of Eastern Europe and the Middle 
East, and commented current Russian-Turkish relations 
for BBC, Voice of America, and Radio Free Europe. His 
last monograph “Historical Dictionary of Azerbaijan. 
New Edition” was published in 2018. 

Dr Matthieu Gillabert   
(University of Fribourg)

Dr Matthieu Gillabert is senior lecturer in contempo-
rary history at the University of Fribourg. As a specialist 
in the history of Swiss cultural diplomacy (Dans les cou-
lisses de la diplomatie culturelle helvétique, Alphil, 2013), 
he has focused his research on the cultural trans-bloc 
cultural relations. He has also published an illustrated 
monograph on the history of Warsaw (Varsovie métro-
pole 1865 à nos jours, Noir sur Blanc, 2016). Since 2014, 
he developed several projects on student mobilities 
and student movements in the Cold War, especially in 
the Eastern Bloc with a post colonial approach. In 2021, 
he defends his habilitation on the subject “From the 
internationalization of the university to student inter-
nationalism. Student migration in Europe at the time 
of university massification (1945–1980)”.


